George Carter & Religion

Another Controversial Decision from the EFIB Chair Rears its Head

Sources tell USMNEWS.net that it has not been that long since EFIB chairman, George
Carter, significantly interfered with, via a teaching assignment, the (potential] religious
practices of an EFIB faculty member who is known for strongly-held religious beliefs.
Carter relented and corrected the teaching schedule only after being put in a bad light
by a series of hallway conversations and e-mails (between various EFIB/CoB faculty)
that harped on the Constitutional questions surrounding Carter's administrative action.

Carter, right, 15 known by some current and former
CoB faculty as “The Smiling Assassin.”

Now, after a relatively brief period, Carter has once again set up a teaching schedule in
a way that potentially infringes upon the ability to participate in religious activities, only
this time Carter's decision will impact a number of USM students who have no avenue
for avoiding the costs imposed upon them. This particular episode appears to be the
result of Carter's attempt to provide new assistant professor of economics, Deniz
Gevrek, with a night class-only teaching schedule for the spring of 2009. As the insert
below shows, Gevrek has a two-class load in the spring of 2009, and each of these
classes (ECO 201 and ECO 345] is taught at night.
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Acad Org: Spring 2008-2009 Fun Time 15:08:23

Sessicn: Fags Ho. 36
Class Catalog Class Room

Acad Org Hbr Subj  Nbr Ssct Sess Units Descripticn Topic Time Days Facility Imstructor Cap  Enrl Status
5931 ECO 201 HOO4 1 3.0 Prin Of Macrosco TE JE 218 GREEN, TREL 70 14 Open
5035 ECO 201 HOOS 1 3.0 Prin Of Macroeco TR JGH 118 T 3 Open.
15663 ECO z01 HOOG 1 3.0 Prin Of Macrosco T J3H 218 7 1 Open
5937 EGD z0z HOO1 1 3.0 Prin Of Micresco wW J3E 115 12 26 Gpen
S941  ECO 202 HOO2 1 3.0 Prin Of Microsco W J3H 115 12 10 Open
5933 ECD z0z H0O3 1 3.0 Prin Of Micresco TR J3E 115 7 3 Cpen
4315 ECO 202 HOO4 1 3.0 Prin Of Microsce T JAE 115 K 6 Open
14103 ECO 305 HOO1 1 3.0 T R JGH 114 [ 7 Open.
04! ECO HOO1 1 3.0 MWF JGH 201 56 17 Open.
5047 ECO EX] HOo2 1 3.0 MWF JGH 201 56 43 Open.
14001 ECO EX] HOO3 1 3.0 EBurvey Int Econ T R JGH 201 56 23 Open.
15665 ECO 33 HOO4 1 3.0 Survey Int Econ » J3H 201  DRKELIA, SAMI 6 7 Open

127 B0 345 HOO1 1 3.0 Inceme Theory JOH 217 GEVEEK, DEHI 42 12 Open

S9is  ECD 43 HO01 1 3.0 Int Ecenm TR J3H 218 NIROOMAND, FARM 42 11 Cpen
4125 ED 14 HOO1 1 3.0 Ece Devalopment 0 nW J3K 218 ELINEDINET, MARK 30 5 Open
5951 ECD 102 HO01 1 1.0 Ep Prob in Eoo 12:002M-12:008H CRRTER, GECR o o Closed
19835 ECO &0 HOO1 1 3.0 Eco Znaly Bus I 06:30PM-00:15PM M JGH 303 MARVASTI, AKBA &8 2 Open.
19836 ECO £92 HOO1 1 1.0 Ep Prob In Eco CRRTER, GECR o o Cloeed

The second class on Gevrek's schedule is Income Theory (ECO 345), which is a
required course for economics and international business majors. And, according to
USMNEWS.net sources, this course is offered only once each academic year (spring).’
For the spring of 2009, Carter successfully provided Gevrek with a night class-only

' Sources' information is supported by the results of our own examination of the USM's class schedules.



schedule, including a section - the CoB's only section for the entire year — of ECO 345
on Wednesdays from 6:30pm through 9:15pm.*

USM is a public institution located in the heart of America's "Bible Belt." Religious
practices are so important to area residents that local schools have a "no homewark
on Wednesday nights" policy, and local sports leagues (baseball, etc.) do not schedule
games on \Wednesday afternoons or evenings. With a required course that is offered
only once per calendar year, Carter's decision to place this class on \Wednesday
evenings - a decision that sources say is unprecedented - effectively bars religious
practice that evening for many of the CoB's upperclass ECO/IB majors.®

Carter is no stranger to what many Mississippians would consider to be controversial
or problematic stances concerning religion. If this latest story is any indication, the
man some CoBers refer to as "the Smiling Assassin" continues to be a lightning rod
within the ranks of the CoB's administration.

¢ Gevrek's ather course, Prin of Macroeco (ECO 201), is set for Tuesday evenings from 6:30pm through
9:15pm (see schedule above).
* As the schedule insert above indicates, there are already 12 students enrolled in the course.


http://www.usmnews.net/The%20Ethics%20Professor%20and%20The%20Company%20Man.pdf

